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(57) ABSTRACT

An electromechanical chassis actuator includes a single
electric motor and two screw drives. The two screw drives
use a common threaded spindle. A spindle nut of the first
screw drive is rotationally fixed to the electric motor’s rotor
and engages the threaded spindle in a back-driveable man-
ner. A spindle nut of the second screw drive is selectively
coupled to the electric motor’s rotor by a coupler and
engages the threaded spindle in a self-locking (not back-
driveable) manner. When the coupler is in an engaged
position, the actuator operates in a level-adjustment mode.
When the coupler is in a released position, the actuator
operates in a damping mode.
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1
ELECTROMECHANICAL CHASIS
ACTUATOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is the U.S. National Phase of PCT Appln.
No. PCT/DE2017/100903 filed Oct. 19, 2017, which claims
priority to DE 10 2016 221 206.0 filed Oct. 27, 2016, the
entire disclosures of which are incorporated by reference
herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates to an electromechanical chassis
actuator suitable for use in a motor vehicle.

BACKGROUND

An adjustment drive for the localized adjustment of a
chassis component is known from DE 10 2006 052 253 B3.
This adjustment drive has a plurality of wheels arranged
partially eccentrically to one another and is connected to a
control arm which is provided to attach a vehicle wheel to
an auxiliary frame.

DE 102005 059 117 A1 discloses an actuator for an active
chassis of a motor vehicle which comprises a hydraulic or
pneumatic actuating cylinder and a compensation spring,
wherein the actuator is to be designed in such a manner that
the static body mass of the motor vehicle is borne by the
compensation spring.

SUMMARY

This disclosure seeks to specify an electromechanical
chassis actuator which has a broader functionality compared
with the prior art.

Embodiments and advantages explained in the following
in connection with a method of operation, similarly also
apply to a device, in other words the electromechanical
chassis actuator, and vice versa.

The chassis actuator has two screw drives which each
have their own threaded spindle and their own spindle nut.
In each case, the electromechanical chassis actuator only has
a single electric motor. The rotor of this electric motor is
coupled or can be coupled to at least one spindle nut. In
addition, the chassis actuator has a switchable coupling
which interacts with the screw drives of the chassis actuator.
The switchable coupling is used to switch between a level-
adjustment mode and a damping mode of the screw drive.

If the level-adjustment mode of the chassis actuator is
activated, a level adjustment of the chassis according to the
principle described in DE 10 2014 215 420 A1, for example,
takes place.

In the damping mode, on the other hand, a linear move-
ment of the threaded spindle is converted into a rotation of
the spindle nut which is damped by electromagnetic forces.
Different electromagnetic dampers which work according to
this principle are disclosed in documents EP 1 515 064 B1
and DE 10 2010 013 935 Al, for example.

The electric motor of the electromechanical chassis actua-
tor may be operated as a generator in damping mode.
Likewise, it is possible in damping mode for a torque to be
actively applied to the rotor coupled to the spindle nut by
energizing stator windings in the electric motor.

If the electromechanical chassis actuator is operated in
level-adjustment mode, a lifting of the vehicle body is
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possible in that a torque is applied to the spindle nut by
means of the electric motor. The electric motor can be
operated as a generator when lowering the level of the
vehicle body, insofar as the screw drive is not a self-locking
gear, in particular a ball screw drive. In each case, the
electric motor with which the damping effect of the chassis
actuator is achieved in damping mode is identical to the
electric motor used for level adjustment. The electrome-
chanical chassis actuator is preferably used with single
wheel suspensions. Use with other axle constructions, for
example twist-beam axles, is also possible in principle.
Rather than a ball screw drive or a plurality of ball screw
drives, the chassis actuator may also have at least one screw
drive of another design, for example a single movement
thread without a roller body.

The chassis actuator has two screw drives arranged coaxi-
ally to one another which each comprise a separate threaded
spindle and also an associated spindle nut. In this case, the
rotor of the single electric motor of the chassis actuator is
rigidly connected to the spindle nut of one of the two screw
drives. A rigid connection in this case is understood to mean
any non-rotational connection, including with the insertion
of'a damping element. In contrast to the first screw drive, the
spindle nut is releasably connected to the rotor of the electric
motor in the case of the second screw drive, namely swit-
chably via the coupling. As an option in this case, a further
gear designed as a step-down gear is inserted between the
electric motor and the switchable screw drive. The second
switchable screw drive is preferably used exclusively in the
level-adjustment mode of the chassis actuator. The coupling
is preferably configured as an MRF coupling, in other words
as a coupling which works with a magnetorheological fluid.
Alternatively, for example, a frictional coupling or a swit-
chable, form-fitting coupling of any design can be used.

According to an advantageous embodiment of the chassis
actuator design with two screw drives, the threaded spindle
of the screw drive which comprises the spindle nut that can
be driven via the switchable coupling is configured as a
hollow spindle. The embodiment as a hollow spindle has the
advantage that the threaded spindle of the first screw drive,
in other words of the screw drive in which the spindle nut is
rigidly connected to the rotor of the electric motor, can
engage with the threaded spindle configured as a hollow
spindle in a space-saving manner.

The two screw drives of the chassis actuator can be clearly
assigned to the two modes in which the chassis actuator can
be operated. The first screw drive in which the rotor of the
electric motor and the spindle nut form a component which
is inherently rigid and not separable during correct operation
has a central function in the damping mode. To perform this
function, the first screw drive does not have a self-locking
design. On the other hand, the second switchable screw
drive only comes into operation in the level-adjustment
mode. The retention of a level adjustment of the chassis is
favored by the self-locking design of this screw drive.
Alternatively or in addition, a locking mechanism locking
the second screw drive may be provided.

The linear displacement of a spring plate may also be
provided in the first variant of the chassis actuator, insofar as
this is operated in level-adjustment mode. In defined level
settings of the chassis actuator, the spring plate can be fixed
in both variants, preferably with the help of an indexing
mechanism. In a fixed setting of this kind, the chassis
actuator can then be operated in damping mode as an
electromechanical damper.
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In general, the different operating modes of the chassis
actuator exhibiting a coupling can be distinguished from one
another in the following way:

in a first switching position of the coupling, a level

adjustment of a chassis is undertaken by means of an
electrically actuated screw drive (level-adjustment
mode),

in a second switching position of the coupling, a damping

action of the chassis actuator is achieved by means of
a screw drive which is not necessarily identical to the
screw drive used in the level-adjustment mode, but is in
each case coupled to the same electrical drive, wherein
a damping force acts on a rotating component of the
screw drive (damping mode).

The advantage of the electromechanical chassis actuator
is, in particular, that on the one hand an electromechanical
shock absorber function and, on the other hand, a level
adjustment or level control function is achieved with the
help of a single electric motor that can also be operated as
a generator.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Two exemplary embodiments are explained in greater
detail below with the help of drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 shows a first exemplary embodiment of an elec-
tromechanical chassis actuator as a schematic sectional
representation,

FIG. 2 shows a further electromechanical chassis actuator
in a depiction similar to FIG. 1,

FIGS. 3 to 5 show components of the chassis actuator
according to FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Unless otherwise indicated, the following observations
apply to both exemplary embodiments.

A chassis actuator identified as a whole by the reference
number 10 is provided for installation in a motor vehicle. In
this case, a housing 2 of the vehicle actuator 10 is received
by a wheel carrier 1 of the motor vehicle which is not further
depicted. The housing 2 has a multi-part design and is
connected to a spring plate 3 on which a chassis spring 4 is
supported. An electric motor 6 configured as a hollow shaft
motor is located in the housing 2, the rotor of said electric
motor being labeled 26. The rotor 26 is fixedly connected to
a sleeve 8 which is mounted rotatably in the housing 2 with
the help of bearings 5, 7. The sleeve 8 surrounds a threaded
spindle 9 concentrically. With the help of a slide bearing
element 11, the threaded spindle 9 is mounted displaceably
in the housing 2. Twisting of the threaded spindle 9 is not
provided for. The threaded spindle 9 is secured on the
vehicle body to prevent twisting.

The threaded spindle 9 forms a screw drive along with a
spindle nut 13. Balls roll as the rolling body between the
spindle nut 13 and the threaded spindle 9; the screw drive is
therefore configured as a ball screw drive. The spindle nut 13
is fixedly connected to the rotor 26 of the electric motor 6 via
the sleeve 8. The upper end of the threaded spindle 9 that
cannot be identified in the figures is connected to a vehicle
body. Each deflection and rebound of the chassis spring 4 is
accompanied by a linear movement of the threaded spindle
9 which is converted into a rotation of the rotor 26 of the
electric motor 6. The electric motor 6 in this case is operated
as a generator and acts as an electromagnetic damping
element which replaces or supplements another, for example
hydraulic, damper.
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In the exemplary embodiment according to FIG. 1, a
centrifugal force brake 12 which acts between the spindle
nut 13 and the housing 2 is connected to the spindle nut 13.
In a corresponding manner, a centrifugal force brake can
also be integrated in the chassis actuator according to FIG.
2. A centrifugal force brake of this kind within an electro-
magnetic shock absorber is known in principle from DE 10
2010 013 935 Al.

The housing 2 of the chassis actuator 10 according to FIG.
1 comprises a lower housing part 18 which is held on the
wheel carrier 1 and also an upper housing part 28 which is
displaceable relative to the lower housing part 18. In order
to displace the upper housing part 28 relative to the lower
housing part 18, a second screw drive is provided within the
chassis actuator 10 which is made up of a threaded spindle
17 configured as a hollow spindle and a spindle nut 15. The
screw drive formed from the threaded spindle 17 and the
spindle nut 15 is a simple movement thread with self-
locking properties. The spindle nut 15 can be coupled to the
sleeve 8 via a coupling 14 which is configured as an MRF
coupling in the present case. In addition, a bearing element
16 for the axial bearing of the sleeve 8 on the threaded nut
15 can be identified in FIG. 1. The threaded spindle 9 of the
first screw drive engages with the hollow threaded spindle
17, as likewise emerges from FIG. 1.

If the switchable coupling 14 is closed, the spindle nut 15
can be driven by the electric motor 6. The level-adjustment
mode of the chassis actuator 10 is activated by the closed
coupling 14. The rotation of the rotor 26 in this case is
converted into a displacement between the housing parts 18,
28, wherein a rotational lock is effective between the hous-
ing parts 18, 28. A possible displacement path is referred to
as AL in FIG. 1. The displacement path AL corresponds to
a displacement of the spring plate 3 in the longitudinal
direction of the threaded spindle 9. In this way, the chassis
actuator 10 can be operated as an actuator for level adjust-
ment through the second screw drive, in other words through
the screw drive comprising the threaded spindle 17 and the
spindle nut 15.

As soon as a desired chassis level has been set, the
switchable coupling 14 is opened so that the chassis actuator
10 can be operated as a damper, in other words in damping
mode, in which the rotor 26 can be driven through displace-
ment of the threaded spindle 9. A linear guide between the
housing parts 18, 28 is labeled 19 in FIG. 1.

In the exemplary embodiment according to FIG. 2, the
spring plate 3 which is also height-adjustable in this case is
connected to a locking sleeve 20 which is height-adjustable
in respect of the housing 2 and just like this surrounds the
threaded spindle 9 concentrically. A connection which is not
displaceable in the longitudinal direction of the threaded
spindle 9 between said threaded spindle and the locking
sleeve 20 can be produced and released in the embodiment
according to FIG. 2 by a coupling 21. If the coupling 21 is
open, in other words there is no coupling between the
locking sleeve 20 and the threaded spindle 9 in the axial
direction, the chassis actuator 10 can be used in conjunction
with the exemplary embodiment according to FIG. 1 as an
electromagnetic damper.

If, on the other hand, the coupling 21 is closed, the locking
sleeve 20 is displaceable, in other words height-adjustable,
along with the threaded spindle 9 in the axial direction. The
locking sleeve 20 acts along with a locking ring 22 and a
switch ring 25, as is known in principle from DE 10 2014
215 420 Al. In FIG. 2, in addition, bearings 23, 24 for the
radial or axial bearing of the locking ring 22 on the housing
2 can be recognized in FIG. 2. The locking unit formed by
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the locking sleeve 20, the locking ring 22 and also the switch
ring 25 is referred to as a whole as 27. The locking sleeve
20 has various guide contours 29, 30 which are provided for
interaction with control cams 31 of the locking ring 22. With
the help of the different guide contours 29, 30, the locking
sleeve 20 and with it also the spring plate 3 can be locked
in two different height settings. As soon as the spring plate
3 is locked, the chassis actuator 10 can be operated as an
electromagnetic damper, in other words in shock-absorbing
mode, when the coupling 21 is open.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMBERS

1 Wheel carrier

2 Housing

3 Spring plate

4 Chassis spring

5 Bearing

6 Electric motor

7 Bearing

8 Sleeve

9 Threaded spindle

10 Chassis actuator

11 Slide bearing element
12 Centrifugal force brake
13 Spindle nut

14 Coupling

15 Spindle nut

16 Bearing element
17 Threaded spindle
18 Lower housing part
19 Linear guide

20 Locking sleeve

21 Coupling

22 Locking ring

23 Bearing

24 Bearing

25 Switch ring

26 Rotor

27 Locking unit

28 Upper housing part
29 Guide contour

30 Guide contour

31 Control cam

AL Displacement path
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The invention claimed is:

1. An electromechanical chassis actuator having two
screw drives arranged coaxially to one another which each
comprise a spindle nut and a threaded spindle and having a
single electric motor, the rotor of which is coupled to a first
of the spindle nuts, wherein a switchable coupling interacts
with the screw drives for switching between a level-adjust-
ment mode and a damping mode of the screw drive, wherein
the rotor is rigidly coupled to the first of the spindle nuts and
switchably coupled to a second of the spindle nuts via the
coupling.

2. The chassis actuator of claim 1, wherein the threaded
spindle of the screw drive which includes the second spindle
nut is configured as a hollow spindle.

3. The chassis actuator of claim 2, wherein the threaded
spindle of the screw drive which includes the first spindle
nut engages with the threaded spindle configured as a hollow
spindle.

4. The chassis actuator of claim 1, wherein the screw drive
which includes the second spindle nut is configured as a
self-locking screw drive.

5. The chassis actuator of claim 1, wherein a spring plate
is displaceable in an axial direction of the threaded spindle.

6. The chassis actuator of claim 5, having an indexing
mechanism for the effective fixing of the spring plate in the
axial direction in the damping mode.

7. The chassis actuator of claim 1, wherein the coupling
is a magnetorheological fluid coupling.

8. A method of operating a chassis actuator arranged in a
chassis of a motor vehicle which has two screw drives and
a single electrical drive provided for actuation of the screw
drives and also a coupling provided for switching between
different operating modes of the chassis actuator, wherein a
rotor of the electrical drive is connected to the one screw
drive and is switchably coupled to the other screw drive via
the coupling, the method comprising:

in a first switching position of the coupling, undertaking

a level adjustment of the chassis by means of the other
screw drive,

in a second switching position of the coupling, achieving

a damping action of the chassis actuator by means of
the one screw drive, wherein a damping force acts on
a rotating component of the screw drive.
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