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1
EDIBLE AND NON-EDIBLE PRODUCT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a continuation-in-part application of Ser. No.
09/064,573, entitled “Edible and Non-Edible Product,” filed
Apr. 22, 1998, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,925,391.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to combination edible and non-
edible products, and, more particularly, to a product having
a non-edible housing formed with a hollow interior which
receives a toy or other item and a layer of edible material
such as chocolate partially covering the housing.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Small novelty items, miniature toys and edible snack
items are commonly sold in containers formed of a non-
edible material such as plastic. Containers of this type are
typically egg-shaped or round and comprise two half sec-
tions which are releasably interconnected at their peripheral
edges forming a hollow interior within which the toy or
other item is contained.

In addition to distributing candies and other confectionery
items within containers of the type described above, a
variety of food “packages” have been introduced to market
and sell confectioneries. In many instances, the confection-
ery item is hollow and formed in a shape appealing to
children, e.g., eggs or different animal shapes such as
bunnies and the like.

Both of the above-described packages or containers for
the marketing of toy items and confectioneries suffer from
limitations and deficiencies. Plastic containers having a
prize or edible product in the interior often fail to capture the
attention of children, even when decorated with bright
colors or distinctive designs. While hollow confectionery
items often do attract attention, they can present problems of
damage and waste when displayed at retail establishments.
The tendency of consumers and especially children, is to
handle such items causing the walls made of thin chocolate
or like to collapse and thus break the product. Although
hollow confectionery items can be sold in protective boxes,
cartons or trays, this adds significantly to the cost of such
items and reduces the novelty appeal of the product.

One attempt to solve the deficiencies of the products
described above is a combination edible and non-edible
product. In one design of this type, a plastic container
formed of two half sections is first assembled with a novelty
item or toy in its hollow interior, and then the entire
container is placed within or embedded into the hollow
confectionery such as chocolate. This combination product
is attractive to children both because of the chocolate on the
outside and the presence of a prize or toy on the inside.
Additionally, since the chocolate or other confectionery
layer is applied to and supported by the wall of the plastic
container, the product can be handled without collapsing the
thin layer of chocolate.

A perceived disadvantage of the combination edible and
non-edible product described above involves a safety
question, particularly concerning young children. Products
of this type are sold with a foil wrapping around the entire
exterior surface which is initially peeled away by the adult
or child. When the foil wrap is removed, the child sees a
continuous surface of confectionery material, such as
chocolate, and nothing else. The plastic container is com-
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pletely embedded and hidden from view by the continuous
outer layer of chocolate or other confectionery. Heat is often
-used to melt chocolate in order to join two sections together
when forming a hollow egg or other shape containing a
plastic toy. Portions of this melted chocolate often adhere to
the outer surface of the plastic container, and remain in place
thereon when the foil wrap is removed. In order for a child
to gain access to the toy or prize within the interior of the
plastic container, he or she must chew or lick the chocolate
away from the container’s outer surface so that it can be
handled for opening. It is of some concern that in the course
of eating away the chocolate layer from the outer surface of
the container, the half sections of the container may disen-
gage one another allowing the child to accidentally ingest
the toy or novelty item within the container interior while he
or she is in the process of eating the chocolate layer.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore among the objectives of this invention to
provide a combination edible and non-edible product which
is safe for use by children of all ages, which is capable of
containing a toy, novelty item or edible item and which can
be constructed in a variety of shapes and designs.

These objectives are accomplished in a combination
edible and non-edible product comprising a housing formed
of first and second sections of plastic or other non-edible
material interconnected to form a hollow interior adapted to
receive a toy or other item. At least one of the first and
second sections includes a radially outwardly extending rib
having opposed side edges and an outer edge, and their outer
surfaces each carry a layer of confectionery such as choco-
late having a peripheral edge which abuts one of the side
edges of the rib leaving the entire outer edge of the rib
exposed and readily viewable. The entire article is then
covered with a foil wrap or the like.

This invention is predicated upon the concept of creating
a combination edible and non-edible product which is com-
pletely safe for use by children of all ages. This is accom-
plished by two important aspects of the subject invention.
First, at least one of the first and second sections forming the
plastic housing of the product includes a radially outwardly
extending rib having opposed side edges and an outer edge.
While the outer surface of each section of the housing is
covered by a layer of chocolate or other confectionery, such
layers abut one of the side edges of the rib without covering
the outer edge thereof. Consequently, when a child removes
the foil wrap from the product of this invention, the outer
edge of the rib is readily visible indicating the presence of
a plastic container beneath the chocolate layers. In alterna-
tive embodiments, the outer edge of the rib is covered by a
tape, or a tamper-evident seal, which first must be removed
by the child before gaining access to the interior of the
housing.

In one presently preferred embodiment, the rib is formed
at the juncture of the first and second sections forming the
plastic housing. One or both of the first and second sections
has a radially outwardly extending rib so that when the two
sections are joined together the rib extends circumferentially
about the housing at the joint formed between the two
sections. In an alternative embodiment, each of the first and
second sections is formed with rib extending in a direction
generally transverse to the joint formed therebetween. When
the sections are connected together an essentially continuous
rib is formed, which, in the case of an egg-shaped housing,
extends in the direction of the long axis of the housing. In
either embodiment, the rib collectively formed by the first
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and second sections has opposed side edges and another
edge against which one or more layers of confectionery abut
without covering the outer edge.

Asecond aspect of this invention which overcomes safety
concerns of prior products is that each outer layer of
chocolate or other confectionery carried by the sections of
the housing is removably mounted on the surface thereof. In
one presently preferred embodiment, such confectionery
layers are formed in a separate, precision molding operation
and then slidably received on the outer surface of a respec-
tive first and second section of the housing. When the foil
wrap is removed from the article, the confectionery layers
readily separate and fall away from the housing so that the
child is free to grasp the housing and separate the two
sections without first eating away at the chocolate layers as
in the prior design noted above. Consequently, a younger
child has no reason to place his or her mouth on the outside
of the housing of this invention to any greater extent than
would otherwise be the case with conventional plastic
containers in which small toys and novelty items are com-
monly sold.

In one presently preferred embodiment, each side edge of
the rib is formed with a number of projections which become
embedded within the abutting peripheral edge of the layer of
confectionery placed on an outer surface of the housing
sections. The purpose of these projections is to temporarily
retain the confectionery layers in place on the outer surfaces
of the housing sections during processing of the article, i.c.,
immediately prior to transfer of the article to the wrapping
station for application of the foil wrap to its exterior surface.
Even in this embodiment, the confectionery layer falls away
from the housing sections when the foil wrap is removed,
allowing the confectionery layers to completely separate
from the housing.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The structure, operation and advantages of the presently
preferred embodiment of this invention will become appar-
ent upon further consideration of the following description,
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the article of this invention
with the outer foil wrap partially removed to reveal the
confectionery layers and rib beneath;

FIG. 2A is a side view of the article shown in FIG. 1 with
the foil wrap and edible layers removed;

FIG. 2B is an end view of the article of FIG. 2A;

FIG. 3 is a side view of the article depicted in FIG. 1 with
the foil wrap removed;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken generally along line
4—4 of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is an enlarged, partial cross-sectional view of one
embodiment of the joint connection of this invention;

FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. § except with a tamper-
evident band on the rib formed by the housing sections;

FIG. 7 is a variation of the joint connection and rib
depicted in FIGS. § and 6;

FIG. 8 is a further embodiment of the joint connection
between the two sections of the housing of the article herein;

FIG. 9 is a variation of the joint connection and rib
depicted in FIG. §;

FIG. 10 is still another embodiment of the joint connec-
tion and rib formed by the housing sections of the article of
this invention;
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FIG. 11 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 1 except
depicting an alternative embodiment of the article of this
invention;

FIG. 12 is a plan view of the article depicted in FIG. 11,
with the housing sections disassembled;

FIG. 13 is a view similar to FIG. 12, except with the
housing sections assembled;

FIG. 14 is a side view of the assembled housing sections
of the embodiment shown in FIG. 11,

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view taken generally along
line 15—15 of FIG. 14; and

FIG. 15A is an enlarged view of the joint connection
between the housing sections illustrated in FIG. 15.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Referring now to FIGS. 1-4, the combination edible and
non-edible product 10 is illustrated in detail. The product 10
generally comprises a housing 12, two sections or layers 14
and 16 of an edible material, and, an outer wrap 18 formed
of a foil material such as metal, aluminum or the like.

The product 10 is depicted in the Figs. as having an egg
shape, although it should be understood that product 10
could be of essentially any other configuration including
spherical, oval, square, rectangular, or in the shape of any
figure such as a rabbit and the like. Each of the individual
elements of the product 10 is discussed separately below.

The housing 12 comprises a first section 20 having an
outer surface 22 and a second section 24 having an outer
surface 26. The first and second sections 20, 24 are formed
of a non-edible material such as plastic, composite or
essentially any other lightweight flexible material. The first
and second sections 20, 24 are interconnected by any one of
a number of joint connections 28, the construction of which
is described in more detail below in connection with the
discussion of FIGS. 5-10. When assembled, the first and
second sections 20, 24 define a hollow interior 30 which can
receive a miniature toy 31, a novelty item, an edible product
such as jelly beans or the like, or other items.

As noted above, the first and second sections 20, 24 are
interconnected at a joint connection, and a number of
variants of same are illustrated in FIGS. 5-10. For purposes
of the present discussion, the joint connections of this
invention are divided into three general categories including
those depicted in FIGS. 5-7, the joint connections 28' of
FIGS. 8 and 9, and, the joint connection 28" of FIG. 10.

Referring initially to FIGS. 5-7, the first section 20 of
housing 12 includes a wall 32 terminating in a peripheral
edge defined by a circumferentially extending flange 34 and
a wall extension 36. The second section 24 has a wall 38
terminating at a peripheral edge defined by a flange 40.
When the first and second sections 20, 24 are connected
together, the flange 34 of first section 20 abuts the flange 40
of second section 24 thus collectively forming a rib 42
having a side edge 44 defined by flange 34, a side edge 46
defined by flange 40 and an outer edge 48 extending
therebetween. As depicted in FIG. 3, the rib 42 extends
radially outwardly from the outer surfaces 22, 26 of sections
20, 24, respectively, in a direction away from the interior 30
of housing 12. In this embodiment, the outer edge 48 of rib
42 is covered by a tape 50 to assist in retaining the sections
20, 24 together.

The locking structure of the joint connections 28, 28' and
28" which retains the sections 20, 24 in assembled relation
is substantially identical in all embodiments shown in FIGS.
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5-10. Preferably, such locking structure includes a pair of
circumferentially extending projections 54 formed on the
wall extension 36 of first section 20, which mate with
corresponding recesses 56 formed on the inside surface of
the wall 38 of second section 24. This locking structure
retains the sections 20, 24 securely in engagement with one
another, but can be readily disengaged to permit access to
the housing interior 30.

The embodiment of FIG. 6 is essentially identical to that
of FIG. 5 and same reference numbers are applied to like
structural elements in both FIGS. The difference is the
provision of a heat-shrinkable, tamper-evident band 62
along the rib 42 in FIG. 6, which provides an indication
when the sections 20, 24 have been separated from one
another. The tamper-evident band 62 extends completely
around the rib 42, i.e., along side edges 44, 46 and the outer
edge 48, as shown.

With respect to the embodiment of FIG. 7, flanges 34' and
40' are employed which are functionally identical to flanges
34 and 40 depicted in FIGS. 3 and 4 except the overall width
of flanges 34', 40' is smaller. Otherwise, the joint connection
28 is the same as in FIGS. § and 6.

Referring now to FIGS. 8 and 9, a different construction
is employed at the juncture of first and second sections 20,
24 compared to that of FIGS. 5-7. In these embodiments, the
wall 32 of first section 20 terminates with a rib 64 having
opposed side edges 66 and 68 with an outer edge 70
therebetween. The wall 38 of second section 24 has a tapered
peripheral edge 72 which abuts the side edge 68 of rib 64
formed on the first section 20. In FIG. 9, the wall 32 of first
section 20 terminates with a rib 64' having a much thinner
cross-section than that of rib 64 in FIG. 8, but is otherwise
functionally identical. Both of the embodiments depicted in
FIGS. 8 and 9 employ a joint connection 28' formed by
engagement of tapered, peripheral edge 72 of wall 38 of
second section 24 with the side edge 68 of rib 64 formed in
the first section wall 32. The locking structure of joint
connection 28' is the same as that in FIGS. 5-7, i.e., the
projections 54 on wall extension 36 of first section 20
releasably engage the recesses 56 on the wall 38 of second
section 24.

With reference to FIG. 10, the wall 32 of first section 20
has a peripheral edge defined by a radially outwardly
extending flange 80 connected to an extension 82. Similarly,
the peripheral edge of wall 38 of second section 24 has an
outwardly extending flange 84 which mounts an extension
86. A joint connection 28" is formed by the extensions 82,
86 in which the extension 86 overlaps extension 82 at a
location radially outwardly spaced from the outer surfaces
22, 26 of sections 20, 24, respectively. The extension 82 of
first section 20 includes radially outwardly extending pro-
jections 88 which mate with recesses 90 formed in the inner
surface of extension 86 of second section 24 to provide a
locking structure similar to that of FIGS. 5-9. With the
extensions 82, 86 connected at their mating projections 88
and recesses 90, the peripheral edges of walls 32 and 38
form a rib 92 having one side edge 94 defined by the flange
80 of first section 20, and opposed side edge 96 defined by
the flange 84 of second section 24, and, an outer edge 98
defined by the extension 86 of second section 24.

As depicted in FIGS. 1 and 4-10, the layers 14 and 16 of
edible material are carried on the outer surface 22 of first
section 20 and the outer surface 26 of second section 24,
respectively. In the presently preferred embodiment, the
layers 14 and 16 are made of chocolate or other confection-
ery material, although other edible materials can be utilized.
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One important aspect of this invention is that the layers 14
and 16 are formed in a separate processing step, such as
molding or dipping, and then slidably placed upon the first
and second sections 20, 24 after such sections have been
assembled. The thickness of each layer 14 and 16 is sub-
stantially the same as the height of the ribs 42, 64 or 92 so
that such layers 14, 16 are substantially flush with the outer
edges 48, 70 and 98 of ribs 42, 64 and 92, respectively. In
this manner, the outer edge of each rib 42, 64 and 92 is
readily visible when the outer wrap 18 is removed, thus
clearly alerting a child or adult to the presence of the housing
12 beneath confectionery layers 14 and 16. The provision of
a tape 50 in the embodiment of FIG. 5, and a heat-
shrinkable, tamper-evident seal 62 in the embodiment of
FIG. 6, provides additional evidence of the presence of
housing beneath the confectionery layers 14, 16.

As noted above, the confectionery layers 14, 16 are
slidably received on the outer surfaces 22, 26 of sections 20,
24. When the foil wrap 18 is removed, such layers 14, 16
readily fall away from the housing 12 to facilitate separation
of the housing sections 20, 24 and consumption of the layers
14, 16. In the embodiment depicted in FIGS. 2A, 2B and 4,
the side edges 44, 46 of rib 42 are each formed with a
number of protrusions 100 which are positioned to engage
and at least partially embed within the peripheral edges 102
and 104 of layers 14, 16, respectively. The purpose of
protrusions 100 is to temporarily retain the layers 14, 16 in
place on the outer surfaces 22, 26 of sections 20, 24 during
processing of product 10, i.e., from the time such layers 14,
16 are assembled on the sections 20, 24 until the outer wrap
18 is applied. These protrusions 100 readily permit the
layers 14, 16 to separate from the housing 12 once the outer
wrap 18 is opened.

Referring now to FIGS. 11-15A, an alternative embodi-
ment of the combination of an edible and non-edible product
110 according to this invention is shown. The product 110 is
similar to the product 10 described above in connection with
a discussion of FIGS. 1-10, except for the orientation of the
rib.

The product 110 comprises a housing 112, two layers 114,
116 of an edible material such as material 14, 16 described
above, and an outer wrap 118 identical to wrap 18. The
housing includes a first section 120 having an outer surface
122 and a second section 124 having an outer surface 126.
Preferably, the housing sections 120 and 124 are formed of
the same material as sections 20 and 24 of product 10, as
described above.

The two sections 120 and 124 are releasably joined at a
joint connection 128. The joint connection 128 includes one
or more spaced recesses 130 formed in the wall of first
section 120, and extending from the inner surface thereof in
a direction toward the outer surface 122. The second section
124 is formed with a lip 132, extending outwardly from its
outer surface 126, and this lip has one or more spaced rings
134. The diameter of the first section 120 is slightly larger
than that of the second section 124 so that the lip 132 of
second section 124 can be inserted within the interior of first
section 120. When assembled in this fashion, the rings 134
of the second section 124 are received within the recesses
130 of the first section 120 and releasably connect the two
sections 120, 124 together. See FIG. 15A.

Unlike the embodiment depicted in FIGS. 1-10, no rib or
protrusion is formed at the juncture of the two sections 120
and 124. Instead, the first section 120 is formed with a flange
136 and the second section is formed with a flange 138
which align and abut with one another to form a continuous
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rib 140 (see FIGS. 13 and 14) when the sections 120, 124 are
interconnected. Each flange 136 and 138 extends in a
direction generally transverse to the respective circumfer-
ential edge of the sections 120 and 124, where such sections
120, 124 connect to one another, instead of along such edges
as in the embodiment of FIGS. 1-10. Further, each flange
136 and 138 extends continuously from the open end or
circumferential edge of a respective section 120, 124,
around the closed end thereof and then to such open end on
the opposite side of sections 120, 124. Assuming the
assembled sections 120, 124 have a longitudinal axis 139,
and a vertical extends perpendicularly to such longitudinal
axis 139 in the orientation of article 110 depicted in FIG. 13,
then each flange 136 and 138 extends from the open end of
their respective section 120, 124 to the closed end thereof on
one side of such plane, and from the closed end to the open
end of sections 120, 124 on the opposite side of such plane.

Preferably, the first section 120 is formed with opposed
notches 141 on opposite sides of its circumferential edge,
one of which is shown in FIGS. 12 and 13, so that the
terminal edges 139 of the flange 138 of section 124 are
received therein thus allowing the flanges 136, 138 to abut
one another. The resulting rib 140 is continuous along its
entire length, and has opposed side edges 142 and 144, with
an outer edge 146 therebetween.

The layers 114 and 116 of edible material are carried on
the outer surface 122 of the first section 120 and the outer
surface 126 of the second section 124, respectively. As noted
above, such layers 114 and 116 are formed of the same
material, using the same process, as described above in
connection with layers 14 and 16. The layers 114, 116 are
slidably placed on the surfaces 122 and 126 in abutment with
the side edges 142 and 144 of the rib 140. As with the
embodiment of FIGS. 1-10, the thickness of the layers 114,
116 is such that they are substantially flush with the outer
edge 146 of rib 140 leaving it exposed and clearly visible to
a child once the foil wrap 118 is removed.

While the invention has been described with reference to
a preferred embodiment, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof.

For example, the protrusions 100 are shown on the side
edges 44, 46 of rib 42 in position to engage the peripheral
edges 102, 104 of layers 14, 16. It is contemplated that
protrusions could alternatively be formed on the sections 20,
24, 1.e., extending radially outwardly from the outer surfaces
22,26 thereof, to engage and embed within the layers 14, 16.

Therefore, it is intended that the invention not be limited
to the particular embodiment disclosed as the best mode
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contemplated for carrying out this invention, but the inven-
tion will include all embodiments falling within the scope of
the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An article, comprising:

a housing including a first section and a second section
each formed of a non-edible material, each of said first
and second sections including an outer surface, an open
end defining a peripheral edge, a closed end and a
longitudinal axis, said first and second sections being
connectable along said peripheral edges thereof;

said first and second sections each being formed with a
flange extending along said outer surface thereof from
said peripheral edge to said closed end on one side of
a plane perpendicular to said longitudinal axis, and
along said outer surface from said closed end to said
peripheral edge on the other side of said plane, said
flanges of said first and second sections forming a
substantially continuous rib having opposed side edges
and an outer edge between said side edges;

a third section and a fourth section each formed of an
edible material, said third section being carried on
portions of said outer surface of said first section and
said second section, said fourth section being carried on
portions of said outer surface of said first section and
said second section, each of said third and fourth
sections having a peripheral edge which substantially
abuts one of said opposed side edges of said rib while
said outer edge of said rib is left exposed;

an outer wrap for covering said third and fourth sections

and said outer edge of said rib.

2. The article of claim 1 in which said third and fourth
sections are each formed of a layer of confectionery.

3. The article of claim 1 in which said first section has an
inner surface spaced from said outer surface, said first
section being formed with at least one recess extending from
said inner surface toward said outer surface and being
spaced from said peripheral edge thereof.

4. The article of claim 3 in which said second section is
formed with a lip extending outwardly from said peripheral
edge thereof, said lip having at least one ring, said lip of said
second section being insertable within said open end of said
first section so that said ring is received within said recess to
releasably interconnect said first and second sections.

5. The article of claim 4 in which said flange of said
second section extends at least partially along said lip on
either side of said plane, and said first section is formed with
opposed notches one on either side of said plane, said
notches of said first section each receiving a portion of said
flange of said second section when said first and second
sections are connected together.
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